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Issue:

Higher Education Provisions

Background:

House bill contains a series of amendments to the Higher
Education Act. These include: (1) a series of repeals of
existing unfunded programs; (2) modification of the 85-15 rule
that prohibits a school that receives more than 85% of its
revenue from federal student aid to remain eligible for
program participation; (3) a provision for the privatization of
Sallie Mae; and (4) a provision for the privatization of Connie
Lee.
The Senate bill has no separate provisions regarding the
Higher Education Act.

Talking Points:

None of the provisions in the House bill are critical to the
thrust of this legislation, which is workforce and career
development.
All of the Higher Education provisions can be considered
next year when the Congress undertakes reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act.
The staff have already agreed to remove from the Vocational
Rehabilitation amendments all provisions that do not relate to
the primary focus of this bill - workforce and career
development. It would be consistent, therefore, that we drop
all Higher Education provisions and save them for
consideration during Higher Ed reauthorization.

